
December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021 
150th Anniversary of  Blessed Pope Pius IX’s declaration of  

Saint Joseph as Patron of  the Universal Church. 
 

Pope Francis has established a Year of  Saint Joseph so that “all the 
faithful, following his example, may strengthen their life of  faith daily in 

the complete fulfillment of  God’s will.” 
 

In a recent Apostolic Letter entitled Patris Corde (With a Father’s Heart), 
Pope Francis describes Saint Joseph as a beloved father, a tender and 
loving father, an obedient father, an accepting father, a father who is 

creatively courageous, a working father, a father in the shadows.  
 

Our Holy Father wrote Patris Corde against the backdrop of  the Covid-
19 pandemic, which, he says, has shown the importance of  “ordinary” 

people, those who, although far from the limelight, exercise patience and 
offer hope every day.  

 
The Holy Father compares Joseph, Jesus' foster father, to the many 

unheralded essential workers keeping society afloat in times of  social 
distancing and remote work. "Each of  us can discover in Joseph — the 

man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence — an 
intercessor, a support and a guide in times of  trouble.”  Saint Joseph 

reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows can play an 
incomparable role in the history of  salvation.  As the guardian of  Jesus 
and Mary, Joseph cannot “be other than the Guardian of  the Church…. 

Consequently, every poor, needy, suffering or dying person, every 
stranger, every prisoner, every infirm person is ‘the child’ whom Joseph 
continues to protect.”  From Saint Joseph, we must learn the same care 

and responsibility. 
 

The aim of  this Year of  Saint Joseph is to increase our love for this great 
saint, to encourage us to implore his intercession and to imitate his 

virtues and his zeal. 
 


